Finding out what we think
It used to be interesting to read the results of opinion polls - when they were about prime minister and political parties. However, nowadays opinion polls could be about anything. They could be television programs or about your favorite toothpaste. In fact, they have become a bit annoying. Most of them are about trivial things. And worse -there are so many of them!

We are often asked to give our opinion about something. Hasn't it ever happened to you? There you are sitting at home in the evening when the telephone rings. The person on the other end asks your opinion: it could be about cable TV or public transportation or about something else you don't really care about. Of course, you can hang up without answering, but usually you don't – you patiently answer the questions. If you are lucky, you are kept on the line for only a few minutes, but often the questioning goes on for quite a long time.

Why are there so many opinion polls? Obviously they are important to the companies and organizations that pay for them. Form these polls they find out what you like and what you think. They can then change things to make them more attractive to you. For example, they can change television programs,the taste of food products. or even the way politicians dress and talk.

Opinion polls are not only important to the companies. They are also important to you, the people who answer the questions. So, even if the polls are annoying, the answers you give could have a direct affect on your future – on what you buy, where you go and how you live. 
