TEENAGERS AND DRIVING
Psychologists have often described teenagers as young people who have a tendency to take risks.   They have also explained that young people are easily influenced by their friends and, therefore, do many things   they shouldn’t do because of 'peer pressure'—the need to be liked and respected by others in their age group. 'Showing off' in front of friends  is one way some young people respond to these pressures.

These normal aspects of growing up often lead to tragic consequences  as we can see in a study about road accidents carried out in the USA. The study showed that when 17-year-olds are driving, their chance of having a crash in which someone is killed increases by 50 per cent if they have a passenger in the car. When there are two passengers, the  risk of a fatal crash increases by 160 per cent and with three passengers, the chances are 200 per cent greater. These figures show the negative effects of peer pressure on the young driver.

The study also mentions other factors that lead to teenage-driver accidents. Such accidents are more likely to happen when the passengers are male, when the driver has drunk alcohol, and when the driving takes place after 10 o’clock at night.

 Because of these findings, authorities in some parts of the world are saying that young drivers should not be allowed to carry any  passengers. In other countries it has been suggested to limit the    number of passengers teenagers can take. Even if such laws are not passed, experts advise parents of young drivers to remember that      their son or daughter won't be as tempted to 'show off' if there is           no one in the car with them. 

